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IMCA	Publishes	ROV	Personnel
and	Vehicle	Statistics

The	International	Marine	Contractors	Association	(IMCA,	UK)	has	long	collected
information,	both	on	personnel	working	on	remotely	operated	vehicles	(ROVs)	and	also	on
the	types	of	ROV	in	operation.	There	has	now	been	a	thorough	reassessment	of	the
original	reported	data	going	back	to	2010	in	order	to	identify	long-term	trends.

As	Richard	Benzie,	IMCA’s	technical	director	explains	there	has	been	a	clear	fall	in	the
number	of	ROV	personnel	at	work	and	the	number	of	vehicles	in	use	since	2015	due	to
economic	conditions.	Inspection,	Repair	and	Maintenance	(IRM)	work	has	seen	the
greatest	relative	reduction,	but	drill	support	work	and	construction	have	also	fallen.	Cable
laying,	and	the	underlying	offshore	renewable	energy	activity,	has	shown	a	continued
increase	in	recent	years.	

Class	III	(Work	Class)	ROVs	continue	to	dominate	accounting	for	nearly	83%	ROVs	deployed	offshore	in	February	2016	(the	first	of	two
survey	periods)	and	82%	in	August	2016	period.

Personnel	data	is	categorised	according	to:

Personnel	grade:	ROV	supervisor/superintendents;	Pilot	technicians	–	all	grades;	other	personnel
Discipline	or	area	of	work:	Inspection;	Drill	Support;	Construction;	and	Cable-lay
Whether	or	not	the	personnel	were	working	on	the	two	days	that	the	‘snapshot’	was	taken	in	February	and	August	each	year	(not
taking	into	account	any	major	contract	start	or	finish	times)

Vehicle	data	are	categorised	according	to	Class	of	Vehicle:	I,	II,	III,	IV,	IV	according	to	IMCA	R	004	(‘Guidance	for	the	safe	and	efficient
operation	of	remotely	operated	vehicles’)

The	statistics	submitted	(31	companies	provided	57	responses	in	2016)	represent	personnel	and	ROVs	of	IMCA	member	companies
submitting	data,	and	the	information	is	representative	of	a	significant	proportion	of	the	ROV	industry.
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