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United	Nations'	Meeting
Discusses	Anthropogenic
Underwater	Noise

From	18	to	22	June	2018,	the	United
Nations’	Meeting	of	the	Consultative
Process	on	Oceans	and	the	Law	of	the
Sea	was	held	at	the	United	Nations
Headquarters	in	New	York.	The	theme	of
the	meeting	was	'Anthropogenic
underwater	noise'.	Richard	Hale,	a
director	of	the	EGS	Survey	Group,	was
invited	to	attend	the	meeting	as	a
representative	of	the	International	Cable

Protection	Committee	(ICPC),	together	with	the	ICPC’s	representative	to	the	United	Nations,	Ms	de	Juvigny.

The	topic	on	the	first	day	of	the	meeting	was	'Sources	and	environmental	and	socioeconomic	aspects	of	anthropogenic	underwater	noise'.
On	a	global	scale,	commercial	shipping	is	the	source	of	most	underwater	noise,	generated	throughout	the	year.		Other	offshore	activities,
such	as	seismic	surveys	for	oil	exploration	and	the	pile-driving	used	to	install	offshore	wind	turbines,	generate	more	intense	sounds	for
periods	from	around	a	week	to	a	few	months.

Acoustic	footprint
Dr	Hale	presented	an	invited	paper	to	the	meeting	entitled	'Underwater	Sounds	from	Submarine	Cable	and	Pipeline	Operations'.	The
paper	showed	that	while	submarine	cable	operations	introduce	some	sound	into	the	marine	environment,	the	acoustic	footprint	is	small
and	brief	when	compared	with	other	offshore	activities.

Dr	Hale	said,	“Nearly	all	species	of	marine	mammals,	fish	and	invertebrates	whose	acoustic	sensitivity	has	been	studied	have	been	found
to	use	sound	for	vital	life	functions.	This	important	meeting	demonstrated	clearly	that	anthropogenic	underwater	noise	is	a	topic	of	great
environmental	concern.	The	EGS	Survey	Group	will	continue	to	work	with	the	ICPC	and	other	responsible	organisations	to	ensure	that
adverse	environmental	impact	of	survey	operations	remains	minimal,	temporary	and	reversible.”

The	panelists	who	presented	papers	on	â€œSources	and	environmental	and	socioeconomic	aspects	of	anthropogenic
underwater	noise.â€​
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