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Competence	of	Offshore	Safety
Advisers
A	competent	workforce	is	obviously	more	productive,	operating	with	reduced	risks,	shorter	downtimes	and	fewer	injuries.	All	personnel
involved	in	good	industry	competence	schemes	know	a	rigorous	assessment	procedure	is	in	place	against	which	their	skills,	experience
and	knowledge	will	be	measured.

The	International	Marine	Contractors	Association's	(IMCA)competence	guidance	has,	therefore,	been	developed	to	provide	offshore
contractors	with	a	framework	within	which	to	produce	their	own	competence	schemes,	thereby	giving	the	offshore	industry	a	general
confidence	that	personnel	appointed	to	safety-critical	positions	can	carry	out	their	jobs	in	an	effective	manner.

Launched	over	a	decade	ago,	and	regularly	updated	and	improved,	IMCA's	competence	assurance	and	assessment	guidance	provides	a
framework	within	which	its	contractor	members	can	demonstrate	the	competence	of	their	personnel	to	both	clients	and	regulators.	The
IMCA	framework	includes	a	substantial	amount	of	documentation	-	set	out	in	a	straightforward	manner	for	over	50	positions,	with	additional
guidance	for	freelance	personnel.	Now	the	association	has	turned	its	attention	to	offshore	safety	advisors,	a	role	that	is	fundamental	to	the
safe	and	effective	operations	of	many	member	companies.
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