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High-tech	New	Zealandâ€™s
Banks	Peninsula	Seabed
Survey	Begins

ToitÅ«	Te	Whenua	Land	Information	New	Zealand	(Land	Information	New	Zealand),	in
partnership	with	Environment	Canterbury	and	the	Department	of	Conservation	Te	Papa
Atawhai,	has	started	seabed	surveying	around	Banks	Peninsula.

The	survey	is	estimated	to	take	eight	weeks	and	finish	on	10	December,	depending	on
weather	conditions.	The	survey	area	extends	along	the	coast	from	Awaroa	/	Godley	Head
to	Birdlings	Flat,	including	Akaroa	Harbour.	Most	data	will	be	captured	within	five
kilometres	of	the	shore	and	up	to	70	metres	deep	in	some	places	to	create	detailed	3D
maps	of	the	seafloor.

The	Banks	Peninsula	survey	is	one	of	three	hydrographic	surveys	to	take	place	around	Te
Waipounamu	/	South	Island	in	the	coming	months,	said	ToitÅ«	Te	Whenua’s	head	of	customer	delivery,	Jan	Pierce.

Navigation	Safety	and	Marine	Science
“ToitÅ«	Te	Whenua’s	hydrographic	surveying	programme	updates	nautical	charts	and	navigational	information	to	maintain	maritime	safety
for	commercial	and	recreational	mariners,”	said	Ms	Pierce.	“Any	major	hazards	found	through	the	survey	will	be	notified	through	our
fortnightly	notices	to	mariners.

“Our	main	goal	is	navigation	safety,	but	the	data	collected	can	also	be	used	for	marine	science	and	environmental	management.	We	have
been	working	with	Environment	Canterbury	and	the	Department	of	Conservation	to	identify	these	opportunities,”	she	added.

Surveying	with	Minimal	Environmental	Impact
Discovery	Marine	Limited	(DML)	has	been	contracted	to	carry	out	the	Banks	Peninsula	survey	using	its	offshore	survey	vessel	MV
Tranquil	Image	and	smaller	inshore	vessel	Tupaia.	Tide	gauges	will	be	installed	at	key	locations	around	the	peninsula	to	support	the	work.

The	survey	does	not	capture	data	related	to	petroleum	or	minerals	exploration	and	the	echosounders	on	board	the	vessels	operate	at
frequencies	that	have	a	minimal	impact	on	marine	mammals.

Once	the	data	has	been	captured	and	processed,	it	will	be	made	freely	available	through	the	LINZ	Data	Service.	Updated	charts	will	also
be	available	through	the	free	NZ	Electronic	Navigational	Chart	Service.

Surveys	are	also	planned	around	Bluff,	Stewart	Island	/	Rakiura	and	the	Tasman	area.

Information	about	ToitÅ«	Te	Whenua’s	hydrographic	programme

Official	electronic	navigational	charts	via	the	NZ	ENC	Service

https://www.hydro-international.com/content/news/high-tech-new-zealand-s-banks-peninsula-seabed-survey-begins

https://www.linz.govt.nz/sea-charts-programme
https://www.encservice.linz.govt.nz/

