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Schmidt	Ocean	Institute
Appoints	Dr	Jyotika	Virmani	as
its	First	Executive	Director

The	Schmidt	Ocean	Institute	has
appointed	Dr	Jyotika	Virmani	as	its	first
executive	director,	to	lead	the	US-based
global	non-profit	in	its	work	to	advance	the
field	of	oceanographic	science	through
innovative	research	and	technology.	The
announcement	was	made	at	the	Ocean
Sciences	Meeting,	the	conference	for	the
ocean	sciences	and	larger	ocean-
connected	community.

With	an	extensive	background	in	science	and	innovation,	Virmani	most	recently	served	as	the	executive	director	of	planet	and	environment
at	XPRIZE	and	the	executive	director	of	the	Rainforest	XPRIZE,	a	competition	for	innovations	in	biodiversity	assessment	technologies.
She	was	also	executive	director	of	the	Shell	Ocean	Discovery	XPRIZE,	which	incentivized	the	development	of	deep-sea	technology	to
map	the	ocean	floor	quickly	and	accurately	at	a	high	resolution.	She	joined	XPRIZE	in	2014	as	the	technical	director	of	the	Wendy	Schmidt
Ocean	Health	XPRIZE,	a	competition	that	advanced	the	development	of	pH	sensors	to	measure	ocean	acidification.

Remotely	Operated	Underwater	Robotic	Vehicle
The	Schmidt	Ocean	Institute	was	established	in	2009	by	Eric	and	Wendy	Schmidt	to	advance	oceanographic	research	through	the
development	of	innovative	technologies,	open	sharing	of	information	and	broad	communication	about	ocean	health.	The	institute	operates
the	only	year-round	seagoing	philanthropic	research	vessel	in	the	world	–	Falkor	–	and	the	4,500m	remotely	operated	underwater	robotic
vehicle,	SuBastian.	Both	are	made	available	to	the	international	scientific	community	at	no	cost.

“We	conducted	a	global	year-long	search	among	truly	impressive	candidates,	and	are	now	excited	to	announce	the	appointment	of	Dr
Virmani,	as	a	visionary	leader	who	will	advance	our	efforts	to	scale	oceanographic	operations,	collaborative	research,	restoration	work	and
public	communications,”	said	Wendy	Schmidt,	co-founder	of	Schmidt	Ocean	Institute.	“Her	energy	and	deep	commitment	to	scientific
rigour,	research	and	innovation	make	her	an	ideal	addition	to	our	team.”	Eric	Schmidt,	the	co-founder	of	Schmidt	Ocean	Institute,	said:	
“We	place	the	highest	priority	on	finding	the	best	talent,	and	we’ve	found	an	exceptional	leader	in	Dr	Virmani”.

Florida	Institute	of	Oceanography
Virmani	previously	worked	as	associate	director	of	the	Florida	Institute	of	Oceanography	and	as	a	senior	scientist	at	the	Met	Office,	the
United	Kingdom’s	national	weather	service.	She	has	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	physics	from	Imperial	College	London,	a	master’s	degree	in
atmospheric	and	marine	environmental	science	from	the	State	University	of	New	York	(SUNY)	at	Stony	Brook	and	a	doctorate	in	physical
oceanography	from	the	University	of	South	Florida.	Virmani	will	join	the	institute	at	the	end	of	February	and	will	be	based	in	Los	Angeles.

Ocean	Discoveries
“I	am	delighted	and	honoured	to	be	joining	the	Schmidt	Ocean	Institute	and	am	excited	to	work	with	its	dedicated	and	enthusiastic	team,”
said	Virmani.	“The	next	decade	will	be	an	astonishing	one	for	ocean	discoveries	as	technology	gives	us	the	ability	to	explore	the	ocean	in
unprecedented	ways.	I	look	forward	to	leading	this	incredible	organization	and	collaborating	with	scientists	from	around	the	world	as	we
advance	the	health	of	and	knowledge	about	our	ocean.”

The	research	vessel	Falkor	is	currently	on	a	year-long	initiative	in	Australia	and	the	Pacific	to	conduct	seven	science	and	engineering
expeditions	with	teams	of	scientists	and	researchers	from	around	the	world.	Using	the	underwater	robot	SuBastian,	scientists	will	for	the
first	time	be	able	to	explore	deep-sea	canyons	and	coral	reefs	around	Australia	that	have	never	been	seen	before.

Falkor	is	currently	off	the	Western	coast	of	Australia

The	footage	and	samples	collected	from	ocean	waters	surrounding	Australia	will	have	important	implications	for	the	sustainability	and
protection	of	these	underwater	ecosystems	–	and	for	similar	habitats	worldwide	that	are	in	peril	because	of	rising	ocean	temperatures.



Falkor	is	currently	off	the	Western	coast	of	Australia,	live	streaming	dives	down	to	4,000	meters	daily.	

To	date,	more	than	1,150	scientists	and	student	researchers	have	worked	on	the	ship,	conducting	research	on	63	expeditions.	As	a	result,
more	than	400	underwater	robotic	dives	have	taken	place	and	more	than	1	million	square	miles	of	the	ocean	floor	have	been	mapped,
leading	to	the	discovery	of	dozens	of	new	species	and	expanded	protection	of	marine	protected	areas.

www.schmidtocean.org.
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