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Third	Fugro	Vessel	with	AUV
Joins	Search	for	Missing	MH370

An	additional	Fugro	vessel	has	been	commissioned	to	carry	out	underwater	search
activities	for	missing	Malaysia	Airlines	MH370.	Fugro	Supporter,	a	multi-purpose	offshore
survey	vessel,	is	currently	on	its	way	to	the	Southern	Indian	Ocean	search	area,	having
conducted	trials	in	Bali.	The	vessel	is	equipped	with	a	Kongsberg	HUGIN	4500
autonomous	underwater	vehicle	(AUV)	which	will	be	used	to	scan	those	portions	of	the
search	area	that	cannot	be	searched	effectively	by	the	equipment	on	other	vessels.

The	addition	of	the	Fugro	Supporter,	which	is	expected	to	commence	search	activities	in
late	January,	is	jointly	funded	by	the	governments	of	Australia	and	Malaysia.

In	December	2014,	65-metre	survey	vessel	Fugro	Equator	completed	a	bathymetric
survey	of	around	208,000	km²	of	the	seafloor,	collecting	seabed	data	and	transmitting	them	to	the	ATSB	for	processing	by	Geoscience
Australia.	The	resulting	bathymetric	maps	of	the	seabed	assisted	in	planning	subsequent	stages	of	the	MH370	search	and	ensured	safe
and	effective	operation	of	the	underwater	search	equipment.

The	six-month	bathymetric	survey	of	the	relatively	uncharted	search	area	off	Western	Australia	has	revealed	previously	unknown	features
including	rugged	terrain	and	deep	trenches.

Fugro	Discovery	has	been	conducting	deepwater	search	operations	since	October	2014.	The	70-metre	vessel	is	equipped	with	specialist
deep	tow	survey	systems	including	side	scan	sonar	and	underwater	video	as	well	as	aviation	fuel	detection	sensors.	Fugro	Equator	was
reconfigured	to	accommodate	similar	specialist	equipment	and	has	been	mobilised	to	the	search	area	to	join	the	underwater	search
operations.

In	addition	to	locating	the	missing	Boeing	777	aircraft,	the	underwater	search	aims	to	map	the	MH370	debris	field	in	order	to	identify	and
prioritise	the	recovery	of	specific	aircraft	components,	including	flight	data	recorders,	which	will	assist	with	the	Malaysian	investigation.
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